
Warner-Lambert cited
among the benefits of the
new drug its inability to
make the potent stimulant.
Tests on animals showed that
this new pseudoephedrine
causes fewer side effects than
the existing molecule in Sudafed
and other decongestants.
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The company first filed for a provisional patent for the
new drug in July 1998, and a full patent was
issued Dec. 17, 2002.
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METH’S PATENTED SOLUTION

Warner-Lambert Co. and its new owner, Pfizer, hold a patent on an improved cold pill that cannot be
made into the street drug methamphetamine. Because of cost, however, Pfizer has not pursued the
clinical trials in humans needed to bring the product to market.

The new
pseudoephedrine is a
mirror image of the
existing molecule.
Cooking meth with the
new molecule would
result in a benign drug
with only minor
stimulant effects.
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STAKING THE CLAIM

A NEW DRUG


